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I. INTRODUCTION

At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States adopted resolution AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), reaffirming the will and the commitment of the OAS member states toward the process of preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

In the aforementioned resolution, the General Assembly also renewed the mandate of the Working Group so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev. 3) and taking into consideration the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus held by the Working Group” resulting from the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 add.2 rev. 3 corr. 1) and the other relevant documents of the Working Group.

II. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP (2008-2009)

MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Working Group held 10 regular meetings during the 2008-2009 term.  In addition, by mandate of the General Assembly, it held a special meeting for evaluation and strengthening of the negotiation process and for the proposal of specific actions for addressing the issues concerning the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; that meeting involved full and effective participation by representatives of the indigenous peoples.

During the meetings prior to the special meeting for reflection, and as provided in AG/RES. 2368 (XXXVIII-O/08), the Chair engaged in informal consultations with those involved in the process.  The consultations were intended to promote new options for the Working Group’s future endeavors and, especially, to establish a solid foundation for an effective special meeting.

Once the consultations had been carried out, the Chair presented to the Working Group the document GT/DADIN/INF.34/08, “Results of the Informal Consultations Required by Virtue of Operative Paragraph 3.b of Resolution AG/RES. 2368 (XXXVIII-O/08).”

Subsequent meetings were devoted to preparations for the special meeting, which was held from December 9 to 12, 2008.

SPECIAL MEETING

The special meeting of the Working Group was held from December 9 to 12, 2008, in Washington, D.C., United States, with the Chair of the Working Group presiding.  The report of the Chair of the Working Group on this meeting has been published as document GT/DADIN/doc.362/09 rev. 1.  The updated version of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” was published as GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev. 3.

MARCH AND APRIL

Since February 26, 2009, under its new Chair, the Working Group has held formal meetings that led to consensus on the following matters:

1.
Analysis of the status of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The Working Group received a report from the Department of International Law regarding the expenditure statement, the Fund balance, and the cost of the last special meeting, of December 2008.  Analysis of the report afforded an opportunity to review the budget for upcoming meetings of negotiations.

2.
Analysis of the report by the previous Chair regarding the special meeting

The Working Group adopted, by consensus, decisions that facilitated overall acceptance of the report.

3.
Consideration of the date of the meeting of negotiations

The Working Group agreed that another meeting of negotiations for adoption of the Draft American Declaration should be held after the June 2009 regular session of the General Assembly. The arguments underlying that decision referred to activities for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, in Trinidad and Tobago, and to the upcoming session of the OAS General Assembly, which required that the meeting of negotiations be postponed.

4.
Analysis and approval, by consensus, of a proposed amendment to the Specific Fund to include a representative of the Caribbean. That proposal was presented to the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 13, 2009. 

5.
Analysis and approval, by consensus, of the draft resolution renewing the Working Group’s mandate. 

III. OFFICERS

At its meeting of September 11, 2009, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs elected, by acclamation, Ambassador José E. Pinelo, the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, as Chair of the Working Group for the 2009-2010 term.  His nomination was proposed by the delegation of Chile and seconded by the delegation of Nicaragua.  The Working Group will elect its vice chairs at its first meeting.
IV. MANDATE

In its resolution AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), the OAS General Assembly, gathered in Honduras in June 2009, resolved:

1.
To reaffirm the will and the commitment of the OAS member states toward the process of preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. (Approved ad referendum of the United States delegation)

2. To renew the mandate of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to continue holding its Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” hereinafter “Record of the Current Status” (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev. 3), and taking into consideration the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus Held by the Working Group,” issued by the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 add. 2 rev. 3 corr. 1), and other pertinent documents of the Working Group.

3. To request the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to:

a) Hold, between August 2009 and March 2010, up to two Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus for negotiation of the document “Record of the Current Status”; and

b) Take the appropriate measures to ensure effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples. 

4.
To invite the member states to conduct consultations or dialogues on the Draft Declaration with their respective indigenous peoples.

5.
To request the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principles of transparency established in the above-mentioned resolution “Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

6.
To thank the member states, permanent observers, and institutions for their valuable contributions to the Specific Fund, which will make it possible to hold the suggested meetings during the period covered by this resolution; and to invite all states and institutions to continue to support the purposes of the Fund through their contributions.

7.
To request the General Secretariat and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to lend their valuable support to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to thank them for their ongoing contribution to that process.

8.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

This work plan is subject to any changes the Group itself might approve, or that may be needed, in accordance with progress made with the tasks assigned, in order to ensure optimum results.

On September 24, 2009, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs decided to convene the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, from November 30 to December 2, 2009. This would be preceded by three days of meetings by representatives of Indigenous peoples.


Ambassador José E. Pinelo


Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS and


Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration


on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

V.
WORK PLAN OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION
ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (2009-2010)


	RESOLUTION
	TITLE
	MANDATE
	ACTIVITIES

	AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09)
	Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	a.
Hold, between August 2009 and March 2010, up to two Meetings of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus for negotiation of the document “Record of the Current Status”; and

b.
Take the appropriate measures to ensure effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples. 


	The Chair of the Working Group proposes to hold the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus in the last quarter of this year and the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus in the first quarter of 2010.




I.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

2009-2010

	DATE
	MEETING

GT/DADIN
	ACTIVITY

	September
	21
	· Report on the status of the Fund

· General presentation on the Group’s Work Plan

· Request for support to determine the dates for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Other business (to be determined)

	October
	1
	· Election of Vice Chairs

· Approval of the Group’s Work Plan

· Preparations for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus 

· Methodology: Topics, 

Information on the process for selection of Indigenous representatives.

Information on funding for participation of state experts.

· Other business (to be determined)

	October
	15
	· Preparations for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Organization of workshop (Objectives, Participants, Methodology, etc)

· Information on the process for selection of Indigenous representatives.



	November
	19-20
	· Preparations for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Workshop to organize information

· Other business (to be determined)

	November-

December
	30-2
	Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

	January
	21
	· Evaluation and analysis of the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Oral report on the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

· Determination of the date and place of the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus 

· Other business (to be determined)



	February
	11
	· Preparations for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus (Adoption of schedule, date, and place)

· Consideration of the Workshop schedule (Determination of the date and place)
· Other business (to be determined)

	March 
	11
	· Preparations for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus (Presentation and approval of the final documents for the meeting, report on the participation of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus)
· Adoption of the Workshop schedule

· Consideration of the draft resolution of the General Assembly
· Other business (to be determined)

	April 
	1
	· Consideration of the Chair’s draft report to the CAJP
· Adoption of the draft resolution

· List of individuals selected as beneficiaries of the Specific Fund

· Other business (to be determined)



	April
	19 to 21 or

26 to 28
	· THIRTEENTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS



	May 
	5
	· Evaluation and analysis of the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus
· Oral report on the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

· Adoption of the draft resolution (continued)

· Other business (to be determined)
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